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I. Introduction

 Knowledge - man to God

 Divine Revelation - God to man

 Free decision, God has revealed himself

 Christ must be proclaimed to all nations and 
individuals to reach the ends of the earth, throughout 
the ages, to all generations until he comes in glory



II. Talk Proper
A. Tradition

 In the Apostolic Teaching

 The Gospel was handed on two ways

 Orally - by the apostles from the lips of Christ or from the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit

 Writing - by those  apostles and other men associated with 
the apostles



A. Tradition
 ...Continued in apostolic succession

 The apostles left bishops as their successors. They gave 
them ‘their own teaching authority .’

 Through tradition, the church perpetuates and 
transmits to every generation all that she herself is, all 
that  she believes.



A. Tradition
 ...Continued in apostolic succession

 They are well known for the orthodoxy of doctrine, 
personal sanctity and approval of the Church.

 Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Justin the Martyr...

 It is the only source of information about fundamentally 
important ideas like Holy Trinity or Marian doctrine 
which is not explicit in the Bible.



B. Scripture

 Also called the Bible, a collection of books.

 Speech of God, put down in writing under the breath 
of the Holy Spirit and God as the author.

 It was by apostolic Tradition that the Church discerned 
which writings are to be included in the list of sacred 
books. The list is called the canon of Scripture.



B. Scripture
 It includes 46 books for the Old Testament (45 if we 

count Jeremiah and Lamentation as one) and 27 books 
for the New Testament.

 The four Gospels occupy a central place because Christ 
Jesus as their center.



B. Scripture

 Unity of the two testaments proceeds from the unity of 
God’s plan and his revelation.

 The Old Testament prepares for the New, and the New 
fulfils the Old. They shed light on each other; both are 
true word of God.

 The Church venerates the divine Scripture as she 
venerates the Body of the Lord



c. Relationship between 
Tradition and Scripture

 One common source, each of
them makes present and
fruitful in the Church the
mystery of Christ, who
promised “always to the close
of the age.”

 Through Scripture and
Tradition, God has revealed
to the human race what we
need for the sake of
salvation.



D. Magisterium
 The task of interpretation has 

been entrusted to the bishops in 
communion with the successor of 
Peter, the Bishop of Rome.

 Not superior to the word of God 
but as its servant.

 Our Lord gave His Church 
authority to teach the faithful... 
“He who hears you, hears me.” Lk 
10:16



D. Magisterium
 She teaches the faithful in two ways

 Solemn Magisterium- used only rarely
by formal and authentic definitions of
councils or popes. This includes
dogmatic definitions by councils or
Pope’s teaching “ex cathedra”

 Ordinary Magisterium - for her
universal practices connected with faith
and morals, in the unanimous consent of
the Fathers and theologians, in the
decisions of the Roman Congregations
concerning faith and morals...



D. Magisterium
 Examples of the Solemn 

Magisterium (“Ex cathedra 
teaching”

 The decisions made during the 
General Councils of the 
Church

 Papal Encyclicals on the 
“Immaculate Conception” 
(1894) and “Defining the 
Dogma of the Assumption” 
(1950)



D. Magisterium

 Examples of the Ordinary 
Magisterium of the Church

 Universal teaching of the Church 
such as other papal encyclicals 
(when not written in “ex 
cathedra form”), universal 
references such as the Summa 
Theologica, and the writings of 
saints that are continually used 
by the Church and passed from 
Pope to Pope without objection.



III. Conclusion
 The source of revelation is the 

Word – Jesus Christ who became 
flesh and dwelt among us.

 That Word reveals God to God’s 
people through Creation, 
Scripture and Tradition.

 Why is the understanding of 
Scripture, Tradition and 
Magisterium important?



III. Conclusion

 Dei Verbum wants the whole world to hear the 
summons to salvation, “so that through hearing it may 
believe, through belief it may hope, through hope it 
may come love.”

 May we allow the Word of God in our hearts so that we 
too may grow to believe, to hope and to love



Thank You Very Much!


